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Howie—A Happy Tail Story.

Melissa Watson has been living in the Bay Area since 2003, and for the longest time, she and her 
husband felt they couldn’t have a pet because they didn’t own a house and traveled a lot.

But in 2020, they had a house to call their own and were on the lookout for a dog to rescue. Melissa 
and her husband faced another unexpected obstacle while on their adoption journey—the pandemic. 
Despite the fact that things seemed to be their favor, that is, Melissa and her husband worked from 
home most of the time, and they have a backyard with a fence, Melissa never heard back from 
anyone about the few applications she submitted. 

Just when they were becoming disheartened in their efforts and shifting focus to remodeling their 
house, Howie came along. 

Melissa found Howie on Petfinder, a website that allows you to search rescue dogs from different 
shelters and organizations in a given radius of a ZIP code. The organization that had rescued Howie is 
called Silicon Valley Pet Project. Melissa sent a message to their Instagram account, and it turned out 
the person who ran the organization was the woman who was fostering Howie. With this turn of luck, 
Melissa’s application became a priority. 

Unfortunately, the first few weeks of having Howie at home turned out to be quite challenging. When 
Melissa first got Howie, both of Howie’s eyes were blind due to cataracts. Shortly after spending 
three weeks in his new home, Howie was in great pain in one eye, and that eye had to be removed. 
Just the thought of taking a dog’s eye out shortly after you have just met him sounds really dramatic 
to us humans, but Howie was very happy no longer feeling any pain. At the same time, the doctor at 
Veterinary Vision in San Carlos removed the cataract from Howie’s remaining eye. No one was sure if 
Howie would still be blind or not, but it was worth a try. Sure enough, Howie could see again! He 
even tried to chase the UPS delivery man right after surgery.  

For Melissa, one of the hardest things was to see Howie in the cone that he had to wear for three 
weeks after the surgery. It was extra-long and tight to keep his paws out of the eye. Howie was not a 
fan of the cone, either— he would scoop up things with the cone and throw them, like wood chips or 
rocks. He was miserable, and his people had to keep telling him that wearing the cone would be worth 
it. After three weeks, Howie’s doctor finally gave the green light to take the cone off. 

These days Howie is energetic and playful! He is very devoted to sticking his head out of the open car 
window, which is hard for Melissa who has to protect Howie’s remaining eye. She calls it “the 
million-dollar eye.” But Howie loves looking out of the car window so much and uses his paws to 
stand up to the window, begging Melissa to roll it down. It is hard to resist Howie’s enthusiasm, so 
Melissa occasionally compromises and drives extra slowly every now and then. 

Howie is also quite popular at the dog park! For some reason, young puppies love hanging out with 
Howie. Howie doesn't mind other dogs, as long as they keep some distance and don’t try to bother 
him too much.

In this happy-end story, Howie and Melissa have found each other. Melissa wants to tell all of the 
animal lovers who are considering adopting, “don’t let the dog’s age stop you from adopting.” Melis-
sa’s previous dog was younger than Howie but passed away unexpectedly. So, you never really know 
how much time you are going to have, so get the dog that is right for you. Don't worry about the age 
and give them a good life. 

Howie also loves squeaky toys. His infatuation first started when he was blind because it was just so 
much easier for him to find the toys that made noise. His favorite game is keep-away. He will bring 
you a toy, put it down, and look up at you because he wants you to try to get it, then pounce on it 
before you get the chance. 
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