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Even when there is no real development on the beaches, people
still use them for recreational activities. Their chairs and towels can
stop the turtles from completing their nesting. In fact, since sea
turtles use the light of the moon in order to see where they are
going, and bright light sources such as lighthouses can confuse
them, leading them to the wrong place to nest.
What can we do in order to make sure that sea turtles are safe?
One thing we can do is to be aware of their patterns, that is, where
they go to lay their eggs, and be aware of when they do so. With
this knowledge, we can limit our interference in the process, trying
our best to make sure that there is no land development that could
interfere with their process during that time. We can try to avoid
visiting the beach as well. Leaving the beach completely to the
turtles and other animals means that they are more likely to be able
to get their hatchlings into the ocean to live out the rest of their
lives, and one day come back to lay more eggs, keeping the cycle
of life in motion.
Oceanfront land development that disturbs marine life,
especially that of sea turtles
Sea turtles are one of the most common marine animals that
appear in all kinds of media and pop culture. But what might not
be as widely known about them is that they are currently facing
swathes of problems due to human intervention in their natural
habitats.
Every year, mature sea turtles return to the coastline where they
once were hatched in order to lay the eggs for the next generation.
They scuttle up the beach to lay their eggs in the sand, and then
once again return to the ocean that they call their home. These
eggs in turn hatch, and the baby turtles make their way to the
water, just as their parents did in previous years. This process has
been repeated for thousands of years, but more recently, human
interference has caused some of these baby turtles to not make it
back to the ocean.
Interference is the result of massive coastal development taking
place in recent years on the shores that the eggs and the babies
of these turtles call home. The beachfront has become a place for
companies and contractors to develop hotels and restaurants, and
these more often than not contaminate the sandy shores that the
turtles need to lay their eggs.
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